OIL DISCOVERED IN LIMA

Newspapers began to print stories
stating “the extension of the oil field
around Cridersville makes a bright
future for the town, as it will now
become truly an oil town.” Visitors
from Lima and Wapakoneta came to
Cridersville to see the oil wells and
witness the excitement. It was esti-
mated that nearly 2,000 men were
working the local oil fields by the
spring of 1887.

All of this oil activity soon resulted in
the construction of new buildings for
stores, hotels, and restaurants in
Cridersville. Most of these were locat-
ed in the first block east of the railroad
on Main Street.

Shooting an oil
well on the
George Mowery
farm on the east
side of Shawnee vﬁ
Road just north %
of Cridersville. g
This well came
in as a gusher!

lea postcard from the1890s
featuring oil field scenes

CRIDERSVILLE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Cridersville Historical Society was
established in 1987 to promote interest
and understanding of local history.

The Society operates the Cridersville
Historical Museum in an 1880 church
located at 111 W. Sugar Street. The
museum is open the second and fourth
Sunday of each month from 1:00-4:00
p.m. May through October. A special
group tour can be scheduled by calling
419-645-4782.

Preserving local history
for future generations.

THE DAY THAT
CHANGED
ALLEN 8& AUGLAIZE
COUNTIES
AND WESTERN OHIO

September
22, 1885

On September 22, 1885 Benjamin Faurot
was drilling a well in Lima in hopes of
discovering natural gas. Instead his
drillers found crude oil. Within a year,
the area around Lima became the largest
known oil field in the world. Early in
1886 several farms around Cridersville
were leased by oil drilling companies. By
the fall, the village was well represented
with oil men. Soon thousands of acres in
the area were leased for drilling oil wells.

Row of oil derricks alog a road
outside of Cridersville in the 1890s



The Solar Refinery in Lima, Ohio
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John Reichelderfer, who lived west of
Cridersville on National Road, had 12
pumping oil wells on his farm. One of
the wells was producing more than
20,000 barrels per year. He, like many
of the other farmers with pumping oil
wells, began to invest in new business-
es in Cridersville.

Between 1887 and 1905 the Lima Oil
Field produced more than 300 million
barrels of oil. It brought prosperity to
the entire western Ohio region.

The world's first off-shore
oil drilling took place in
Grand Lake St. Marys

in 1891.
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